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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:

First Winery in Missouri to Produce Wine in Eco-Friendly Pouch

Steelville, MO – July 14, 2011 – Peaceful Bend Vineyard in Steelville MO is the first winery in Missouri to produce wine in an environmentally-conscience pouch.  The wine, called Grapes of Raft, is packaged in 1.5 liter, free-standing pouches.  Each pouch is recyclable and weighs much less than regular glass bottles.  These factors allow for much easier, more compact shipping and a resulting decrease in the carbon footprint of each pouch.

Proprietor/winemaker Clyde Gill found the pouches, produced by Astrapouch, for sale in the spring of 2011 after first considering boxed wine options online.  “This is really a revolution in wine packaging; it just makes good sense.  The bag doesn’t need a box around it.  It cuts down on waste as well as product weight.  Plus it’s convenient.  No one else has this in Missouri right now and very few wineries in the U.S are using it yet.”  

Gill’s wife and business partner Katie Nott explained more benefits of the pouches.  “Lots of people come to Steelville to spend time on the rivers or lakes nearby and it’s dangerous, and many times illegal, to have glass on the waterways.  These pouches are ‘river-ready’ – they are much safer and easy to set into a cooler too.”  That isn’t the only benefit Nott sees in the pouches. “They hold 1.5 liters – that’s two regular wine bottles – in each bag so it’s cheaper packaging and a great value for our customers.”

The bag resembles a large white Capri Sun pouch with a spout at the to dispense the wine one glass at a time.  Plus, a built-in handle makes it easy to carry. The wine is shelf stable for 9 months in these bags, which might not seem long at first.  What is exciting to Gill is the fact that once opened, the wine is stable for up to a month or more.  “Once a glass wine bottle is opened, the wine will immediately begin the oxidation process and will change the wine flavors in as little as a day or two.  These pouches collapse as you draw out the wine, so the wine never sees any oxygen.  That means a longer life for the wine after someone opens it and that’s a good deal for our customers.”  

Currently, the winery is producing just one wine variety in the pouches, however they are looking at bringing out more varieties and styles in the pouches in the near future.

According to the AstraPouch North America website:

AstraPouch was developed by a leading flexible-package producer in South Africa. They saw the need for flexible packaging in the wine and spirits industry. Flexible packaging became a requirement as the South African glass industry quickly became unreliable. They had to come up with other ways of packaging their food products. Film-based flexible packaging became the solution. Today, this type of packaging has become fashionable, as the world becomes more and more interested in low-carbon packaging.

Peaceful Bend Vineyard is a small farm winery filled with warmth and charm.  Located just outside of Steelville, the winery offers a tasting room, wine garden, hiking trails to the Meramec river, and plenty of chances to relax with friends.  The tasting room is open throughout the year from 11am-6pm.  To learn more about Peaceful Bend and the Grapes of Raft, please visit their website www.PeacefulBend.com.
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Contact:

Katie Nott

Katie@PeacefulBend.com
1942 Highway T

Steelville, MO  65565

Ph. – (573) 775-3000
1942 Highway T, Steelville, MO  65565

573.775.3000         fax  775.3001 

www.PeacefulBendVineyard.com


[image: image2.png]~
peace][ul I;evuj
VINEYARD



_1109845187.psd

